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DATE: Embargoed until Friday 21 February 2025

Wynn Williams and SBM Legal combine to create leading employment practice

Full-service national law firm Wynn Williams and one of New Zealand’s leading specialist employment
firms, SBM Legal, have today announced their merger — creating one of the country’s largest and
most experienced employment teams, based in Auckland and Christchurch.

As of 5 May 2025, the merger will combine the expertise of boutique firm SBM Legal with the
nationwide coverage of Wynn Williams.

Wynn Williams Managing Partner Ash Hill says: “We are incredibly excited to be joining with SBM
Legal; they have created an outstanding firm where there is a strong alignment of values between us,
coupled with our shared ambition to create a premium national employment law practice.

“The decision to merge has been driven by an opportunity to combine forces with a leading team of
great people that further broadens and diversifies our offering to all of our clients, which is core to
Wynn Williams’ vision and growth strategy for the future.”

SBM Legal Managing Partner, Penny Swarbrick, says: “SBM Legal is delighted to have found a great
fit in Wynn Williams. This merger enables us to continue our growth and success, while ensuring that
our clients will continue to receive the same high-quality advice and representation, and be served
well into the future, by the high-calibre expanded team.”

The merger aims to provide a huge benefit to clients of both firms, leveraging enhanced capacity and
specialist knowledge as well as expanded expertise in a wider range of practice areas at the
combined firm.

It also reflects the hard work and commitment of staff at both firms. Hill adds: “The strong team that
we have built at Wynn Williams is what has enabled us to attract such a high-quality firm in SBM
Legal. We know that without the daily efforts of both firms’ employment teams to serve clients and

build our reputations, this opportunity would not have arisen.

“There has been a strong vein of growth building within our respective firms over many years, so this
is now exciting to grow and evolve together in the interests of our people and our clients.”
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For further information, please contact:

Isla Grant

Marketing & Communications Manager
Wynn Williams
Isla.grant@wynnwilliams.co.nz

+64 279 777017

wynnwilliams.co.nz

sbmlegal.co.nz
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